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AUGUST EVENTS / MEETINGS             

8/15  2011 Rotary                       
  International                            
  Gunnar Fromen  

8/22  Open    

8/29  5th Monday, Proximity     
     Hotel, 5 -7pm  

9/5   No Meeting  

9/18  Big Sweep  

9/30  Project Rebuild  

Presidentôs  

Message  
First let me say thank you to Barry Utesch for 
doing an excellent job of creating a great 
ñJeopardyò template for my roasting.   All of us 
who were active participants in the ñgameò 
enjoyed it and I am thankful that Google, cam-
era phones, and other sources of social media 
were not around in my youth to capture plenty 
of moments that could have had me squirming 
more than I was.   While other Rotary clubs 
may have more formal transitions with din-
ners, and a more serious process, Crescentôs 
approach of injecting humor while exposing 
more of the incoming presidentôs past to the 
overall membership is well known and has an 
outside audience who do try to be at our place 
each year to witness the roast.  

As for the new year now that we are in it, 
ñReach Within to Embrace Humanityò be-
comes the mantra.  You should have received 
your Rotarian magazine to learn more about 
our new president.  His three step approach is 
very direct, starting with family.   Thus our 
theme for this month is family values and com-
mitment to them.   When you hear or read each 
month about the length of most of our Cres-
cent membersô marriages to our spouses, you 
see that the commitment starts here, first and 
foremost.  Twenty, thirty, forty, fifty and sixty 
plus years are the norm.  That does not mean 
that marriages that end earlier are negative, it 
simply means I think that Rotarians are on 
whole a resilient group that are committed to 
working through any endeavor they pursue, be 
it a spouse, employment, a cause such as Polio 
Plus, etc on a long term basis.  Children follow 
suit and we hear regularly a proud parent put-
ting ña happy buckò on the table as they brag 
about the accomplishments of their child.   

With this as the first foundation for our new 
president to commit to our families first and 
foremost, it makes us stronger as Rotarians in 
all that we otherwise do.  

A few additional comments are that on No-
vember 9th, President Banerjee will be at the 
Koury Center for the annual District 7690 Ro-
tary Foundation dinner.   We would like to have 
a major turn -out of the club members, 
spouses, etc. to listen to the first seated Rotary 
president to address our district.    

There  may also be special recognition given to 
anyone who achieves a major gift status by 

September 30th with the foundation.   So, any-
one who can attain  having given $10,000 on a 
lifetime basis, or in a new gift between now 
and then would get unique recognition that 
night.   Adam Dupuis will be in touch with 
some of you in this regard.  Please give this 
serious thought as a way to honor someone 
perhaps in your family, your firm, or to simply 
reflect your commitment to what Rotary con-
tinues to do through the foundation through-
out the world.   

The second key focus of our RI President 
Banerjee is to remember that CONTINUITY is 
vital once the family is stable.  Having a com-
mitment to insuring that there is clean water, 
literacy, youth development and of course Po-
lio Plus are what Rotary has stood for, for a 
long time.  We should continue our efforts on 
all of these fronts, or those we have had in 
place here at Crescent, where so warranted.  
The legacy we each share we must sustain for 
the future to insure that the basic precepts of 
life are there. 
 
Lastly,  membership is the key for the month 
of August.  Please recognize that while we have 
GREAT members, spanning 47 years, our life-
blood requires that we bring in new members 
annually as we tend to lose about half a dozen 
each year.  Look to your vendors, your custom-
ers, your fellow church members, your 
neighbors, new people in the community, etc. 
to expose them to Crescent and Rotary itself.  
Do they want more fulfillment in their life than 
what they are getting?  Rotary can provide 
that.  Will Maddox is our chair of membership, 
so if you have questions, please contact him. 

 

Yours in Rotary Service , 

Gunnar Fromen  

 

   òReach Within to Embrace Humanityó  

MEMBERSHIP 

NEWS: 

$100 initiation fee is waived 

for any new members from the   

not -for -profit arena who join 

the club from 7/1/11 to 12/31/11   

June Attendance                

67.36%  

Attendance Goal:  75%  

93 members as of 6/30  

Welcome New Members: 

Bill Brent, American Red Cross 

Lisa Hazlett,                          

Homewatch Caregivers 

Pending 7 day letter: 

Carl Cox, Boy Scouts of America 
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Health & Happiness 

Janey Brown, Greg Brownôs mother, passed away in late 
June.  Please keep the Brown family in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

Gisela Hood, Dan Hoodôs wife, is still recovering from her 
recent surgery so please keep the Hood family in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

June Board Minutes 
In Rich Spikerôs absence, Gunnar Fromen presented the 
financial statements for May 2011, reviewed past due ac-

counts and revisions to next yearôs budget. 

MOTION: To approve the Treasurerôs       report.  Moved and 

seconded.  All in favor. 

New Business 

Future Board Meetings 

2011/2012 Board Meetings will take place at 4:00PM on the 
second Wednesday of each month in the conference room at 

Carolina Bank headquarters, downtown. 

MOTION: To approve Russ Brame, Claude Buller and Amy 

Tucker resignations.  Moved and seconded.  All in favor. 

Old Business 

Next Yearõs Fundraiser 

The results of the special board meeting held on June 2nd 
were discussed.  The direction of focus for a substantial 
fundraiser allocation is job training, responsive to the current 
economy.  Jay Harris has done some preliminary research 
on local organizations involved in job training and unemploy-
ment support.  A special board subcommittee was formed 
with the purpose of continuing this research and making a 
recommendation to the full board.  The subcommittee mem-
bers are: Adam Dupuis, Gunnar Fromen, Jay Harris, Sharon 

Schlachter and Barry Utesch. 

Meeting Adjourned at 5:03PM. 

July Board Minutes 
Treasurerõs Report 

 Juneôs tentative recap & Budget Approval 

MOTION: To approve the Treasurerôs report and next yearôs 

budget.  Moved and seconded.  All in favor. 

New board member, open slot due to Barry 

    being president-elect. 

MOTION: To appoint Carl Seager to fill the remainder of 
Barry Uteschôs vacated board seat.  Moved and seconded.  

All in favor. 

 Fund Raiser, November 4th  

1.Sharon and Charlie to lead, but all of us to be involved 

2.Beneficiary organizations- Economic Development focus 

of Rotary 

3.Theme- Wine, auctions, dinner 

4. Date-needs to be set at this meeting - The fund raiser 

date was set for November 4 or 5 this year. 

5. Need to replace Don Caineôs role - Mitzi and Frank will 

handle raffle tickets. 

Foundation 

1. Foundation dinner at Koury, Wed, 11/9, RI President 

2. Large turnout ï Crescent has a goal of having 18 club 

members or spouses attend. 

3. Honor major donors 

4. Crescent Foundation issues 

MOTION: To subsidize the first 20 Crescent members (not 
spouses) who attend the Foundation Banquet.  Moved and 

seconded.  All in favor. 

District Grants 

Russian orphanage led by Summit has collapsed, so those 

monies are freed up 

Global Grants 

Mexican tee shirt factory ï Women led business.  A $5,000 

grant can generate $34,000 in funds for this project. 

Membership 

Every member needs to think about a candidate 

Club members need to be constantly aware of potential new 
members.  We had 97 members 1 year ago, peaked at 98 at 
the Gold Club measurement date and have since fallen to 93.  
Fewer members leads to less efficacy as a club than we have 

had in the past and larger budget struggles. 

Service Projects 

Ras and Carl are running this year - Crescent needs at least 
50% of members to participate in a service project to achieve 
the Governorôs Award.  Big Sweep and Project Rebuild are 

occurring this fall. 

New Generations, Heather Perdue is handling this and 
Weaver Academy is our primary focus; however a key growth 
area for RI and we need to attract these ñyoungerò folks to not 

only Rotary, but to Crescent. 

Sergeant at Arms 

Meeting adjourned at 5:38PM 

BIRTH DAYS 

Stan Sacks 7/14  

Benny Pember  7/15 

Donnie Canaday 7/19 

George Arnold  7/22  

Jim Lee 8/3  

Heather Witt  8/4  

Lloyd Bostian  8/5  

Michael Carter 8/8  

Mark Whitehouse 8/11 

Bill Pearson 8/12 

Peter Lindsay 8/12 

Patrick Eakes 8/16  

Barry Leonard 8/16  

Barry Utesch  8/17 

Frank Rakestraw 8/19 

Dick Maxwell  8/22  

Mike Cammack 8/25  

WED DINGS  

John Nicolson, 7/1, 28 

Abby Donnelly,   7/2, 22yrs 

Al Madden, 7/5, 42yrs 

Patrick Forbis, 7/7, 21yrs 

Tom Somerville, 7/11, 41yrs 

Tom Nisbet, 7/18, 24yrs 

Stan Sacks, 7/20, 27yrs 

Mike Roach, 7/25, 13yrs 

Mitzi Ellis, 8/3, 37yrs  

Victor Archibong, 8/4, 32yrs  

Wayne Roberts, 8/7 

John Andrew, 8/18, 38 yrs  

Frank Biggerstaff, 8/19, 50yrs  

Gunnar Fromen, 8/21, 40yrs  

Bill Stone, 8/23, 47yrs  

Frank  Rakestraw, 8/25, 44yrs 
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ROTARIANS IN ACTION  

Check out your fellow Crescent Rotarians at Facebook.com/CrescentRotaryClub  


